THE TOLTECS ASTD AZTECS              181
impossible to say. But it is a remarkable and indis-
putable fact, borne out by contemporaneous written
records, that the Aztecs were not at all surprised
when Cortez and his followers arrived at Vera Cruz,
and that many of the natives mistook the conqueror
for QuetzalcoatL Moreover, the legend of white
men visiting America, and later going back to the
"Land of Sunrise" whence they would again return,
was widely disseminated prior to the Spanish con-
quest. The Maya priest, Chilam Balam, prophesied
that, at the end of the thirteenth age, white men
would arrive in Yucatan; and the Peruvian Inca,
Atahualpa, told Pizarro that his father, Huayna-
Kapac had prophesied on his death-bed that, in the
reign of the thirteenth Inca, white men would come
from the sun and subjugate the Peruvians. Perhaps
the most remarkable and inexplicable features of all
these prophecies or legends are the recurrence of the
mystical number thirteen in such widely separated lo-
calities as Yucatan and Peru, the fact that the Span-
iards arrived at the time foretold, and the amazing
similarity of the myths with our own story of Christ
with its promise of His return. At any rate, the na-
tives' implicit belief in these legends was a large fac-
tor in their comparatively easy conquest by the
Europeans, for the Aztecs, like the Peruvians, felt
that they could not escape their predestined fate.
The Aztec legend or prophecy went much further
than the others, however, and foretold that eventually
the old gods and old rule would be reestablished, al-
though, as so often happens in the case of prophecies,
the exact date of this renaissance was uncertain. But
unquestionably much of the unrest in Mexico during